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What is and how should we implement our role in this world? All
believing Jews knows that there is a G-d in the world. We all know

that right makes might, and not that might makes right. We Jews
throughout history have had a passion for morality. We have always
believed that the world can be made better, that society can be improved,
that man can make this world into a veritable Gardem of Eden. Not

all religious groups outside of Judaism believe this. Many of them
believe that the world is evil and unredeemable, and the best thing:

a person can do is to shun the world and retreat into some sort of
enclave where he can protect his soul and not besmirch it with the

evil aund violence of the world. ’ : Vi

We Jews have never believed this. We have always believed that we
must actively be engaged in the world trying at all times to improve
it, and that we must begin by improving ourselves and our societies.
We have always been convinced that G-d helps those who help themselves,
and that if we will ‘but do our share to make this a better»vmrld,

G-d will do His share. He will give us the necessary strength, courage,
insight, good health, and means in order to achieve His goals. The

problem with this beautiful Jewish view of man in the world is that

many times we are confused as to how far we are to place our trust

in G-d's promise of help. Are we to act imprudently, audaciously,

without regard to normal political, social, or economic comsiderations,

counting entirely on G-d's promise to help, or are we to act judicially, W"d-/
always cognizant of the political, economic, and social realities
around us, quwj:ng that G-d's help is conditioned upon our using

-

our common sense and reason?
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We are about to celebrate the holiday of Chanukah. The rabbis in

the Talmud were very ambiguous about the holiday of Chanukah. They
tried to de-emphasize it. In the Talmud there is a special tractate
abgﬁt almost every holiday: there is one for Pesach; there is one
for Shavuos, for Rosh Hashonna, Yom Kippur, Succos; there is even

one for Purim, but there is no special tractate for Chanukah. The
whys and wherefores and how-tos of the holiday of Chanukah are stuck
away in a few pages of the tractate Shabbos. The rabbis of the Talmud
were afraid of Chanukah. They never even mentione® the military
victory of the Maccabees over the Syrian Greeks. All they talk about

is the miracle of the cruz of oil.

This is different than in the special prayer we say for Chanukah

in the Amidah in which we stress the great military victory G-d allowed
us to win over the Syrian Greeks, and not the story of the cruz of

0il. This Chanukah prayer was inserted in the Amidah before the
destruction of the Temple, before we Jews had suffered two crushing
defeats at the hands of the Romans. The rabbis of the Talmud wanted

to completely de-emphasize the military victory of the Maccabees

over the Selucid Greeks because they felt the Jewish people had mis-

interpreted it.

The rabbis felt that the story of Chanukah was a story which had

only deluded the Jewish people. It had only caused them to make

a serious miscalculation. It had led them to believe that just because
their cause was right, that just because G-d always favors the moral
over the immoral, that they could with impunity disregard all objective

political, social, economic, and military considerations in order

-~




image3.png
DECEMBER 1985
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
PAGE THREE

to fight against the forces which sought to strangle the Jewish people

and to destroy its values. Lt is true that G-d helps those who help
themselves, but it is also true that, according to the Jewish tradition,
we are not allowed to rely on miracles..."Ain Somcheem Al HaNes."

We Jews know that we have a heavenly mandate to implement the teaghings
of our faith in this world, but we also know that we are conmstrained

by the considerations of this world.

The rabbis were very much afraid of the Maccabee example. They were
afraid that the Jewish people would believe that every time we thought
that we were morally right, we could act in defiance of the political,
military, social, and economic realities of the time. It was the
example of the Maccabees which had inflamed the zealots and had caused
them to revolt against Rome. They said, "If the Maccabees could

do it, we can do it also." Over a million Jews were killed, the
Temple was destroyed, and another million Jews were sold into slavery.
Sixty years later we were once again inflamed by the Maccabean example
and revolted under the leadership of Bar Kochba, and over 600,000

Jews were killed and probably another million sold into slavery.

It is true that sometimes we Jews must fight. However, that is only
when we have no other choice. Fighting is a last resort when everything
else fails. We are not to disregard all political and wmilitary and
economic considerations when making our decisions. The rabbis tell

us that the Torah mandates that we are to use our reason. We are

not to rely on Messianic promises. Even .in our .own day we have seen

het e
people who get carried away with a Messianic type fervor and claiuﬁ'

that Israel does not have to take into account world opimion or economic
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factors or political factors or even military factors. G-d has promised
us the land of Israel. It is ours. We should act only based on

G-d's promise. We should not compromise at all. We should not make

any concessions. Let the world cut us off, etc. This type of thinking

was and is abhorrent to the rabbinic tradition.

We know that G-d has promised us the land. We know that He will
eventually keep His promise; however, we must act with reason now.

In hindsight we can see how G-d acts. The early Zionist leaders

had a reasonable plan even though it turned out to be wrong. Turkey
would not sell Palestine to the Jews even though Turkey needed money
and we needed a homeland. G-d takes what we do reasonably and can
change it and modify it and make it into something better, but we
"must always act upon reason, oot"on Messianic promises. That's why
the rabbis always de-emphasized Chanukah. - If we Jews are cornered
and have no other alternative, then we must fight. If we do not
then another Holocaust will ensue. However, we should not look for
fights. We should base our considerations only on reason. We should
not base our decisions on the idea that just because we are right
G-d will make eure we win. G-d had His own plans, and even though
we were right in 70 C.E. we lost, and even though we were right under
Bar Kochba in 135 C.E. we lost. G-d tells us, "Do not act unreasonably.

I will not always back you if you do."

In the Torah portion Vayeshev we learn about Joseph's dreams. Joseph
had two drem: one about the stars and the heavens, and the other

about the sheaves on the ground. Jewish dreams are composed of both

heaven and earth. We know that G-d has promised us that eventually
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the world will be just and harmonious, that we can, with His help,
make this come to pass; however, we also live in the real world.

G-d has charged us with making the dreams of Judaism come true in

the world; however, we must use reasonable means in order to achieve
these goals. G-d has not promised us that He will help us if we

make unreasonable decisions based only upon our belief in His promises.

Heaven on earth can only be achieved if we make reasonable decisions.

This, according to Rabbi Soleveitchik, was also the cause of the
conflict between Joseph and his brothers. After all, why did Joseph
have a dream of sheaves? He and his brothers were shepherds, not
farmers. Rabbi Soleveitchik tells us that Joseph knew that times

were changing, that he and his brothers had to learn new skills otherwise
they would not be ready for the new day. The brothers did not want

to do this. They said, "Our father and grandfathers and great~grandfathers
were shepherds, and we will be, too. The times are changing. So

what? G-d will keep His promise. We will rely only on Him." Joseph
told them that this was unreasonable and for them to prepare themselves.
They hated him for this. Later on we see that their refusal to act
reasonably caused them to pervert even the Jewish dream. They plotted
their brother, Joseph's, murder. They kidnapped him. They, themselves,

acted immorally.

The Torah tells us that Joseph was successful because he never gave
up the Jewish dream, and he always implemented it by using his reason.
We have perfect confidence that eventually the Jewish dream will

be fulfilled, but G-d has told us, "Achieve it by using your reasonm,
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not by relying solely on My promise." Chanukah is a wonderful holiday.
We should remember that G-d does do miracles; however, He only does
miracles for people who act reasonably and not in defiance of political,
military, economic, or social considerations. Let us always remember
that ‘it was the Maccabees, themselves, who made a treaty with the
Syrian Greeks after the Temple was regained which even permitted

the Syrian Greek ruler privileges in Israel. Let us never give up

our hope in G-d's promise, but let us always implement tL with

Teason,
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